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The National Society of Black Engineers 
(NSBE) Birmingham Professionals Chapter is 
a 501(c) (3) non-profit association dedicated 
to the academic and professional success of 
African American engineering and technical 
students and professionals 

Our mission is to increase the number of 
culturally responsible black engineers, who 
excel academically, succeed professionally 
and positively impact the 
community.  NSBE-Birmingham fulfills the 
mission of NSBE by organizing, sponsoring, 
and attending an array of workshops, 
community activities, scholarship funding, 
mentoring, and networking events.  
 
We facilitate the development of strong 
technical professionals and leaders, 
encourages minority students to eagerly 
seek out degrees in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics related fields, 
and empowers the community with the 
knowledge and foresight to strengthen the 
very foundation that enables our community 
as a whole to achieve greater heights. 

 

 

 

CHAPTER OBJECTIVES: 

¶ Stimulate and develop student interest in the 

various engineering disciplines. 

¶ Encourage and advise minority youth in their 

pursuit of an engineering career.  

¶ Strive to increase the number of students 

studying engineering at the undergraduate 

and graduate levels.  

¶ Encourage members to seek advanced 

degrees in engineering or related fields and 

to obtain/maintain professional engineering 

registrations.  

¶ Promote public awareness of engineering 

and the opportunities for blacks and other 

minorities in that profession.  

¶ Function as a representative body on issues 

and developments that affect the careers of 

black engineers.  
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President 

 

Deidra Garrett 

Ɇ B. S. in Mechanical Engineering 
from  University of Alabama at 
Birmingham 

Ɇ Masters in Engineering from  
University of Alabama  Birmingham 

Ɇ Business Operations Analyst 
for Southern Company. 

 

Vice-President  

            
Adeola Odutola 

Ɇ B. S. in Electrical Engineering 
from  Alabama A&M University 

Ɇ Masters in Engineering from  
University of Alabama  Birmingham 

Ɇ Substation Design & 
Maintenance Support Engineer 
at Southern Company 

 

Communications 
Secretary  

  

Cedrick Moore 

Ɇ B. S. in Computer Science from 
Alabama State University 

Ɇ Masters in  Engineering from 
University of Alabama Birmingham 

Ɇ Quality Management System 
Lead for Hewlett Packard 

 

 

 

Treasurer  

  

Kamisha Quates  

Ɇ B. S. in Materials Engineering 
from University of Alabama at 
Birmingham 

Ɇ  M.B.A. from University of 
Alabama at Birmingham 

Ɇ System Planning Project 
Manager  for  Southern Company  

 

 

Parliamentarian 

             
Christopher Whitfield 

Ɇ B. S. in Electrical Engineering 
from Tuskegee University  

Ɇ Sr. Engineer with           
Southern Nuclear Company  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

Finance  

       

Orlando Thomas 

Ɇ B. S. in Mechanical Engineering 
from  University of Alabama 

Ɇ Technical Manager ɀ Southern 
Company Engineering & 
Construction Services  

 

 

 

Pre-College Initiatives  

     
Julian Grant  

Ɇ B. S. in Civil Engineering from 
Alabama A&M University 

Ɇ Commercial Account Manager  
for Alabama Power Company ɀ 
Birmingham Division 

 

 

Membership/Programs 

        

   Jermaine Clements 

Ɇ B. S. in Electrical Engineering 
from  Alabama A&M University 

Ɇ Distribution Engineer at 
Alabama Power Company 

 

 

 2015-2016 Executive Board    



NSBE BIRMINGHAM PROFESSIONALS | June 2015 Issue 3 

 

 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
  

 

 

Angele Monconduit 

Thank you to Angele, for her time and efforts 
spent to make SEEK Birmingham a success.  
Other SEEK volunteers include: Reggie Murchison 
Edna Weaver, Deidra Garrett, William Harden, 
Julian Grant, Adeola Odutola, Terri Southall, and 
Adrienne Newton 

     

Adrienne Newton 

Thank you to Adrienne, for coordinating 
volunteers for the 15

th
 Annual Math & Science Day 

 

MORE NSBE SITES 

NSBE National 

 http://www.nsbe.org  

NSBE Region 3 

http://www.nsbe.org/Regions/Region3/default.aspx  

NSBE Montgomery  

http://www.nsbe-mae.org   

NSBE of North Alabama 

http://www.nsbe-northalabamaae.com   

 

 

by NSBE Senate 
Author: Eric Bryant 
 

 
Over the last four years, the NSBE 
Professionals have worked to redefine their 
brand and influence. The NSBE Senate has 
played a vital role in advancing this effort by 
supporting amendments to the Constitution 
that have changed the name of the body and 
that have formally established the 
Professionals Affiliate membership category.  

The NSBE Professionals is now asking the 
NSBE Senate to take up two more 
amendment proposals that will help better 
define the membership criteria for 
Professional members and will allow 
Professional members to have a 
consequential voice in NSBE business. 

 !Ô ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ !ÎÎÕÁÌ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ .3"% 
Senate took up an amendment proposal to 
change the definition of the Professional 
member. While that amendment received 
significant support, it did not reach the three-
fourths Senate vote required for ratification.  

So, the NSBE Professionals have revised 
their proposal to address two concerns raised 
by NSBE Senators.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, there was concern that the standard for 
NSBE Professional membership would be 
lowered beyond a reasonable standard with 
the prior proposal. Second, Senators were 
uncomfortable with the lack of clarity on how 
the new rules would apply. This revised 
amendment proposal establishes specific 
new minimum standards that must be met 
before Professional member status can be 
considered.  

 
Further, it establishes a clear process for how 
one who does not meet the original criteria 
for Professional membership can acquire it 
through new alternative criteria. 

 The second new amendment proposal seeks 
to make the National Professionals 
Chairperson a voting member of the National 
Executive Board. The National Professionals 
Chairperson represents some 7,000 NSBE 
Professionals and Professional Affiliate 
members, representing nearly a quarter of all 
NSBE members. By giving the National 
Professionals Chairperson a voting stake on 
the NEB, it will insure that the interests of 
this substantial segment of NSBE 
membership are given appropriate weight in 
policy making decisions. 

 

Re-imagining the Role of NSBE Professionals  

http://www.nsbe.org/
http://www.nsbe.org/Regions/Region3/default.aspx
http://www.nsbe-mae.org/
http://www.nsbe-northalabamaae.com/
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Sponsored by:

 

 

http://www.alabamapower.com 

 

 

http://www.blharbert.com 

 

The first year of SEEK Birmingham is in full 
swing!  Students in grades 3-5 have been 
welcomed on the Avondale Elementary 
campus to take part in this free S.T.E.M. 
program. 

The SEEK Program is designed to be a fun 
and engaging educational experience, led by 
NSBE engineering students and technical 
professionals dedicated to pursuing 
professional excellence and giving back to 
the community. Students work in teams to 
solve problems and create products while 
discovering the underlying math and science 
principles involved in these processes. Each 
week, the students take on a new project, 
culminating with a presentation, design 
competition and physical competitions. 

 

The projects for this year are: 

 

Gravity Cruiser 

 

Student teams design and construct a vehicle 
that is powered by gravity. A weighted lever 
connected to an axle by string rotates on its 
fulcrum; as the weight descends it causes the 
axle attached to the string to rotate, 
propelling the cruiser forward. Concepts 
explored include potential and kinetic 
energy, friction, inertia, momentum, 
diameter, circumference, measurement, 
graphing, and constructing a prototype. 

Glider 

 

Students explore the relationship between 
force and motion and the effects of weight 
and lift on a glider. Students learn the 
relationships between data analysis and 
variable manipulations, and the importance 
of understanding consumer demands. The 
glider activity culminates in a book-signing 
event where each design team presents its 
prototype. 

Fuel Cell 

 

Using a PEM Fuel Cell as the primary power 
source, student teams design, build, and test 
prototype vehicles which they must then 
present to an audience. The AWIM Fuel Cells 
Challenge requires students to explore 
physical science concepts such as force, 
friction and energy transformations as well 
as environmental concepts such as green 
design, and incorporates mathematics 
concepts as student teams collect, analyze 
and display data.  

http://www.alabamapower.com/
http://www.blharbert.com/
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Parent Orientation Night ɀ June 11, 2015

 

Julian Grant speaking for Alabama Power

 

Matthew Smith speaking for BL Harbert 

 

 

 

 

Design Presentations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students Gathered for Competition Awards

 

 

Electric Vehicles on Display

 

 
 

  

SEEK BIRMINGHAM 2015  
Pictures 

Competition Judges from Alabama Power, BL Harbert, and NSBE Birmingham 
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Explore  kid -friendly  
scientifically based  
hands-on activities  

 

 

 

 

 

As science concepts change  ñ 
our lives  change too !   

 

 

Saturday 
July 25, 2015 

1 ɀ 4 p.m. 
 

Five Points West 
Library  

 
4812 Avenue W 

Birmingham, AL 35208 
(205) 226-4013 

 
 
 

Parents please stay with 
your children 

 

 
 
 

 

ANNUAL MATH AND 
SCIENCE DAY 

The 15th Annual Math and Science Fun Day 
will trace how science concepts have 
changed over the centuries and how those 
changes affect our society and the world. 

This program is free to all ages and allows 
youngsters to get involved in kid-friendly, 
scientifically based, hands-on activities.  The 
event will feature knowledgeable and fun 
presenters.   

Parents are encouraged to remain with their 
children. 

Families will explore household products 
with magical properties, examine the origin 
of motion pictures, view early telephones, 
trace how automobiles demanded the 
invention of the traffic light, and get the 
inside scoop on motorcycle engines.  They 
will weave a yarn craft and compare it with 
spun nylon products, design their own 
amazing Styrofoam millinery, examine why 
the Stetson hat was popular in the Wild 
West, and learn the value of the stethoscope 
in diagnosing pneumonia.  They will 
construct dinosaurs and mathematically plan 
a garden.  Additional activities will help them 
investigate the theme. 

Ȱ-ÁÎȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȢ  Growing 
your food brought humans from being 
nomads ÔÏ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓȱ according to Dr. 
Preston Scarber, an educator and respected 
Birmingham-area materials engineer.  
Ȱ-ÁÎȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÓÔÒÏÎÏÍÙȟ which 
allowed study of the sun, moon and planets 
and their relationship to planting and 
×ÅÁÔÈÅÒȢȱ 

ȰWe love to see our children learn and get 
involved.  Nothing is more exciting than 
seeing the human mind enjoy learning,ȱ say 
retired educators and organizers of the 
event, Winfield and Elinor Burks.   

For more information, the Burks at:  

205-786-3731 (h)  
205-515-9462 (c)  
 winfieldburks13@gmail.com 

 

 

   

mailto:winfieldburks13@gmail.com
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What can we do to improve your 
membership experience? 

Please send comments and 
suggestions to our  

Programs/Membership Chair at 
membership@nsbebham.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Society of Black Engineers ð 
Birmingham Professionals 
PO Box 380714 

Birmingham, Alabama 35238-0714 

 

Contact us: 

 

Presiden t      president@nsbebham.org  

Vice President     vicepresident@nsbebham.org  

Communications Secretary   communications@nsbebham.org  

Treasurer      treasurer@nsbebham.o rg  

Pre -Col lege Initiatives    pci@nsbebham.org  

Membership     membership@nsbebham.org  

Finance      finance@nsbebham.org  

 

 

Follow us: 

  http://vimeo.com/nsbebham 

    https://twitter.com/nsbebham 

 http://www.linkedin.com/groups/NSBE-Birmingham-Professional-Chapter-4083403?split_page=2 

         https://plus.google.com/100495389032254699579 

Give Us Your Feedback! 

mailto:membership@nsbebham.org

